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against my having found fault with the Hindus. One of them
would have me adopt a Muslim name. I take notice of this corres-
pondence in order to show to what pass some of us have come in
our blind zeal for our respective faiths. We refuse to see anything
wrong in ourselves. When such becomes the normal state of a
majority of people belonging to a particular faith, that faith is
dying. For nothing based on a lie can persist for any length of
time.

I venture to suggest that I have rendered a service to Hindu-
ism by exposing without any reservation the wrong done by the
Hindu labourers in question. They, the labourers themselves, did
not resent my plain speaking. On the contrary, they seemed to
be grateful for it. They felt penitent, admitted the wrong done
and sincerely apologized for it.

What was I to do, if I was not to speak out about what I saw
with my own eyes and felt within me? Was I to prevaricate for
the sake of protecting the guilty? Was I to refuse to give the
interview when the ubiquitous Press man sought me out at mid-
night? I would have forfeited the right to call myself a Hindu,
been unworthy of holding the office of President of the Congress
and sullied my name as a satyagrahi if I had hesitated to tell
the truth when the telling of it had become relevant. Let Hindus
not be guilty of the charge they do not hesitate to bring against
Mussalmans, viz., that of committing a wrong and then seeking
to- hide it.

One correspondent says when Hindus sought help in Delhi,
I pleaded helplessness, when my presence is sought in Lucknow
I evade it, but when it is a matter of condemning Hindus, I has-
ten to the scene of a'ction and thoughtlessly judge them. Let it be
known that I went to Kidderpore on the strength of an invitation
received from a Hindu on behalf of the Hindus and upon a call
from Mr. J. M. "Seft Gupta who had preceded me. In spite of my
helplessness, if I heard of an actual fight and especially if I found
that I was wanted by either party, I should hasten to the res-
cue. It is when" one party only calls me to adjust a quarrel or
prevent it, I should plead helplessness because of loss of influence
among a certain class of Hindus and Mussalmans. The difference
between the two positions is too obvious to need pointing but.

But it is urged by the correspondents, as it was urged by a
deputation that waited on me, that by my severe condemnation
of the Hindus, I had encouraged the Mussalmans to commit as-
saults on innocent men and exposed the Bazar Hindu shopkeepers
to looting and worse by Mussalman goondas. I should feel sorry if